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Marching for the Vote:
The 1913 Woman Suffrage Procession

¢y~ he Chevy Chase Historical Society continues its

l celebration of the centennial of the Nineteenth
Amendment with its Spring 2020 lecture on the Woman
Suffrage Procession of 1913. The story of this turning point
in the suffrage battle will be told by historian, journalist and
author Rebecca Boggs Roberts in her talk, “Marching for the
Vote: the 1913 Woman Suffrage Procession.” The program
will be held on Sunday, March 8, at 4:00
p.m., at the Lawton Community Center,
4301 Willow Lane, in the Town of Chevy
Chase. The program is free and open to
the public.

On March 3, 1913, thousands marched
from the US Capitol to the Treasury
Building in support of the decades-long
fight to amend the US Constitution to
grant women the right to vote. At the
head of the procession was activist Inez
Milholland, who rode on top of a white
horse in a flowing white cape and gold
crown. Behind her stretched a long
parade with nine bands, four mounted
brigades, three heralds, about twenty-
four floats, and more than 5,000 marchers.
Organized by suffrage leader Alice Paul,
the parade was a grand spectacle, the first
civil rights march in the shadow of the
nation’s capital.

Rebecca Roberts to speak on the
Woman Suffrage Procession of 1913.

Roberts graduated from Princeton University with a
degreein political science, and also holds a master’s degree
in physical and biological anthropology from George
Washington University. She is the daughter of esteemed
journalists Steve and Cokie Roberts. She is currently
Curator of Programming at Planet Word, a new museum
scheduled to open in downtown Washington later this
year. The museum'’s mission is to
inspire a love of words and language
and to promote a literate population
that can understand and address
today’s complex issues. Previously,
she was Program Coordinator for the
Smithsonian Associates and Program
Director at Congressional Cemetery.
She has also been a political
consultant, journalist, producer and
radio talk show host. She is the author
of Suffragists in Washington, D.C.: The
1913 Parade and the Fight for the Vote,
copies of which will be available for
purchase and signing at the meeting.

The program will be followed by a
reception at which light refreshments
will be served. No reservations are
necessary. Prior to the lecture, CCHS
will hold a brief annual meeting
at which the membership will
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Recent Acquisitions

“Recent Acquisitions” is a regular feature in the Newsletter, describing
documents and other items acquired by the CCHS Archive and Research Center.

m Portrait of Clara Adelaide Sharon Newlands
(1853-1882), daughter of William Sharon
and wife of Francis Newlands, founder of
Chevy Chase. Painted by George Peter
Alexander Healy (1813-1894). Donated by
Fred McNear and Julie Armistead.

m Stamp press of a corporate seal reading
“Chevy Chase Corporation. Maryland, 1912"
once belonging to early Chevy Chase Village
resident Dr. Charles Cleveland Clark (1875-
1957). Donated by the late Paul S. Clark.

m Four photographs of 1 East Kirke Street - .
circa 1945-1958, a 1947 photograph of Portrait of Clara Adelaide Sharon
Miss Libbey’s School, and a photograph Newlands (1853-1882)
of the 1947 4™ grade class of Rosemary
Elementary School. Donated by Jane Doherty.

Capacity Crowd Attends Oral History Workshop

On September 28, 2019, CCHS held an oral history training workshop led by Dr.
Anna Kaplan, Consulting Oral Historian at the DC Oral History Collaborative.
Nineteen participants gathered at the CCHS Archive and Research Center as Dr.
Kaplan shared information on oral history best practices. The workshop covered
interview preparation, techniques for conducting interviews, and guidelines
for producing a transcript. Several of the workshop attendees have since
volunteered to conduct oral histories for CCHS. If you were unable to attend
and are interested in volunteering to assist CCHS with oral histories, we would
be happy to share the workshop recording and materials. Please contact CCHS
_ atinfo@chevychasehistory.org or 301-656-6141.

Please patronize these business sponsors of
the Chevy Chase Historical Society 2019 Spring Gala.
We are deeply grateful for their support!

PINNACLE SPONSORS



Chicago Trébune, October 13, 1916,

A Closer Look at Minnie Brooke,

Chevy Chase Suffragist and Entrepreneur
By Beth Huffer and Gail Sansbury

In the Fall 2019
issue of the CCHS
Newsletter, a brief
biography of Minnie
Etheridge Brooke
was included in an
article about Chevy
Chase suffragists.
In this issue, we
take a closer look at
Minnie’s work, using
newspaper accounts
and documents,
including letters, from
the National Woman's
Party Records at the
Library of Congress.
First, we look at the
interesting way that
she combined her
work as the proprietor

of a popular gift shop
with her interest in organizing suffrage groups in the South.
And second, we examine her participation in the 1916 suffrage
demonstrations against Woodrow Wilson in Chicago, led by the
National Woman's Party, a political party that arose from the work
of the Congressional Union for Women Suffrage. Although she
was frequently referred to in newspapers and in correspondence
as "Mrs. Brooke” we will refer to her here as “Minnie.”

Mrs. Minnie E. Brooke

"

Originally from Beaufort, North Carolina, Minniehaha“Minnie’
Etheridge was a graduate of Trinity College, now Duke
University. In the early 1890s she worked as a clerk for the
Department of the Interior. She married Wentworth C. Brooke,
who became a well-known florist and landscape designer.
After living in Washington, DC, they moved to Chevy Chase,
Maryland and lived on Brookville Road on the property where
La Ferme Restaurant is now located. They had no children.

a public speaker; she gave outdoor suffrage lectures several
times a week in Washington as well as in Maryland.

Minnie Brooke combined business with advocacy for
woman's suffrage.

From 1909 to 1917, and perhaps longer, Minnie was the
proprietor of a gift shop in downtown DC. The Little Art Shop
was located at 1423 F Street NW, just around the corner from
the Old Ebbitt Grill (though it was called the New Ebbitt Grill
in this period). By 1918, her shop was located at 730 15th
Street NW, and its new name was The Brooke Art Shop.

Minnie was a well-known business woman in the area, and she
had a keen sense for new and unusually popular retail items.
She capitalized on the new craze for sending postcards and
created her own line of postcard images of the nation’s capital,
beautifully printed in Germany. Her postcards were popular
with local residents as well as tourists. She also promoted the
new practice of sending Christmas cards. In an article in The
Washington Herald in 1915, she claimed that Christmas cards
were a good alternative to a possibly unwelcome gift. But, she
warned, choosing the right card for each person added the
personal touch.

The Day of Thoughtless
Christmas Gifts Is Past

OO

So says Mrs.
Minnie E. Brooke,
gift expert and
suffrage speaker.
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The Christmas




In addition to cards of all sorts, her gift shop sold Kodak
cameras and processed Kodak film, responding to the
growing interest in photography. The gift shop also sold
prints by the noted photographer Wallace Nutting, whose
pastoral images were especially popular in this period.

There is no indication of how many people were employed
in her shop, but someone must have minded it while
Minnie traveled to meet with customers and suppliers in
the winter months. It was during one of these extended
business trips in early 1914 to Virginia, North Carolina,
Mississippi, Tennessee, Georgia, and Alabama that she also
arranged meetings with local suffragists. In particular, she
promoted participation in a nationwide demonstration
organized by the Congressional Union, the organization
founded by Alice Paul to focus efforts on a federal suffrage
amendment. The demonstration was scheduled for May
2, 1914. Paul, as Chair of the CU, and Lucy Burns, its Vice
Chair, corresponded with Minnie about the event and this
correspondence provides first-hand information about
her efforts.

Minnie was an experienced public speaker, but she was also
a skilled listener. Many of the suffrage women that she met
in the South were concerned about the tension between the
National American Woman'’s Suffrage Association, another
organization fighting for a suffrage amendment to the US
Constitution, and the more aggressive Congressional Union.
Many were uncertain about CU’s strategy and tactics. The
majority of women she spoke with did not support a federal
amendment. Rather, they politely let Minnie know that they
wanted to proceed along their own timeline, and in concert
with state-by-state efforts to achieve voting rights.

But Minnie had some successes. Reporting on a long
meeting in Chattanooga, Tennessee, Minnie felt that she
was able to lay the groundwork; however, she regretted that
she could not stay longer.

| talked for three hours with success, as | got the promise
of Miss Price to help in whatever way she could, and

without one ray of God’s Sunshine into their hearts, they
simply see it with open starring [sic] eyes with no hope
ahead. It breaks my heart when | think of so may little
things that could come to them thru Suffrage and they
don't know what the word means.
Minnie Brooke to Miss [Lucy] Burns, Macon, GA, February
27,1914, Library of Congress

Writing from Atlanta, Georgia, in March 1914, Minnie
reported continued concerns about the federal amendment.
In a meeting with Mrs. Whiteside, president of the Georgia
Woman'’s Suffrage League, Minnie was told that she could
not speak about the Congressional Union’s work.

[Mrs. Whiteside was] “not in sympathy with [the]
amendment,” and also “the people here are not ready
for it” | used every persuasion - she rather seems to
favor National [NAWSA as opposed to the Congressional
Union]. | run up against that everywhere....
Minnie Brooke to Lucy Burns, Atlanta, GA, March 1, 1914,
p. 5, Library of Congress
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Nevertheless, Minnie was successful in signing up
subscriptions to The Suffragist, the newspaper published
by the Congressional Union, and several groups agreed
to participate in CU’s nationwide demonstration on May
2, 1914. Upon her return to Washington, Minnie gave a
speech to the CU about her recent tour of the South. On
March 23, The Washington Post reported on her talk.

Mrs. Minnie E. Brooke, speaking before the
Congressional Union yesterday afternoon, said that
in her experience in the South she felt strongly the
necessity of arousing the people who live there to the
need of the suffrage. She maintained that this was not
a question of any section, but that the prejudice of the
past against suffrage must be broken and the women
of the whole nation must stand together in order to
obtain the franchise.

“Her Plea is to South: Women There Must Help Get

Vote, Says Mrs. Brooke; Would Forget Tradition,” The

Washington Post, March 23,1914, p 4.

In the meantime, her suffrage work caused friction with her
business contacts. One of her male clients was incensed
after reading a news article about her campaign against
Democrats.

By the way, Miss Paul, will you kindly tell Miss [Gertrude]
Crocker not to put any more articles in the paper about
me campaigning against the Democratic Party? Such
an article appeared in The Charlotte Observer and my
best customer there is a leading Dem. | came near
losing out on account of that. He was wild about it and
had the paper on hand for me when | got in.

Minnie Brooke to Alice Paul, Augusta, GA, January 31,

1915, p. 2, Library of Congress

In November 1915, Minnie spoke about her gift shop and
her work for suffrage with Merry Marshall, a columnist
for The Washington Herald. At the end of a discussion
about the rise of Christmas cards, Marshall wrote more
generally about The Brooke Shop, stating that Minnie was
“one of the conspicuously interesting business women

thought about it. Somehow, it seemed to them that |
had disgraced myself. The idea was, | suppose, that
there was something beneath one’s dignity in talking
to men on street corners. But, why shouldn’t any one
who has something important to say? For these men
are the same men you sit next to in the cars and in the
theaters and often in church. No, my work as suffrage
street speaker has brought me nothing but interesting
and helpful experience. But the old prejudice is wearing
off. The friends are being reconciled, and the customers
are coming back. They have, apparently, ceased to be
concerned about me!”

Mary Marshall, “As Seen By a Washington Woman,” The

Washington Herald, November 19, 1915, p 8.

Minnie Brooke was attacked at a Chicago suffrage
demonstration.

In  October 1916, Minnie
Brooke traveled to Chicago to
organize outdoor meetings
that were held “in all parts
of the city day and night”
The Congressional  Union
and  National ~ Woman’s
Party were in Chicago to
campaign and demonstrate
against the reelection of
President Wilson because of
his opposition to nationwide
suffrage. On October 19,
1916, the groups led a
demonstration outside an
auditorium where President
Wilson was speaking, holding
banners and placards with
anti-Wilson slogans, such as
“Wilson is against women”. As
chronicled in The Washington
Post the next day, the
gathering turned violent
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Two days after the violence, Minnie wrote to fellow
suffragist Gertrude Crocker about what she deemed the
“wonderful riot” in Chicago, and described the group of
suffrage demonstrators as “the bravest little bunch you
ever perchanced to cross” She noted that the violence
started almost an hour after the peaceful demonstration
began and was proud to say that not a single woman in
the group shrunk away from the counter-demonstrators,
“five hundred angry men swarming on the outside trying
to get in!” Although Minnie was not in the center of the
riot, she was attacked “nearly a square away” for wearing
suffrage colors. Her “back was hurt some” and she was
forced to recover for two days. Despite the violence, she
closed her letter positively, writing: “It is all so exciting that
| would not miss it for anything...We are making a dent, |
am sure!”
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Suffragists in Chicago protesting Woodrow Wilson’s
opposition to women's suffrage, October 1916.

Minnie’s enthusiasm for her suffrage efforts shines through
in this letter, despite the violent event. She includes a vivid
description of the materials the “bravest little bunch” used
in their demonstrations in Chicago:

We have a huae Tallvho coach with huae sians all

Included with this letter in the National Woman's Party
Records is a copy of a telegram Minnie sent to her husband,
assuring him of her safety, despite newspaper reports of
the violence:

Dont [sic] worry about newspaper reports. | am OK.
and on my jobl.] Our riot fierce while it lasted but no
one seriously hurt. Thought possibly papers might
mention me as being there so am sending this word.
Left before riot began and did not see it.
Telegram from Minnie Brooke to Wentworth Brooke,
Chicago, IL, October 21, 1916, Library of Congress

It is possible that Minnie’s telegram minimizes her
proximity to the riot so as not to worry her husband, as
her letter to Gertrude Crocker paints a different picture.
When Minnie returned to the Washington area, she gave
lectures about these “exciting” incidents, using them to
demonstrate the perseverance of the suffragists.

Minnie continued to support the fight for women’s suffrage
but there is little mention of her direct involvement with
public demonstrations after the Congressional Union and
the National Woman's Party merged in 1917. It was also in
1917 that party members began to picket outside the White
House and were arrested and imprisoned. One theory for
Minnie’s absence from these demonstrations may be their
potential to upset clients and take her away from her shop
for lengthy periods of time. Whatever the reason that kept
her behind the scenes, there is documentation that Minnie
continued to be a member of the National Woman's Party
and support the push for a federal amendment.

The Nineteenth Amendment to the US Constitution, for
which Minnie fought with such dedication, was finally
passed by Congress in 1919, and ratified by the requisite
number of states in 1920. Minnie died in 1938 at age 71
and is buried in Rock Creek Cemetery.

To view a slideshow of Minnie Brooke’s Historic Postcards



History-Go-Round Tour of the
Belmont-Paul Women’s
Equality National Monument.

Saturday, March 21, 2020

Rebecca Roberts’ lecture on the 1913 Woman Suffrage
Procession organized by Alice Paul will be followed by
a CCHS History-Go-Round tour of the Belmont-Paul
Women’'s Equality National Monument on Saturday,
March 21. The tour, which takes visitors through the
history of women'’s rights in America from the mid-1800s
to today, will be led by National Park Service Rangers. It
will begin at 9:30 a.m. and last approximately one hour.

This National Monument, formerly known as the Sewall-
Belmont House and Museum, preserves decades of
passionate work in the struggle for suffrage. The house
was the home of Alice Paul and the headquarters for
the National Woman’s Party, founded by Paul in 1916
to further the cause of full equality for women. The site
became the epicenter of the struggle for women'’s rights
and social change.

Home to the National Woman'’s Party for nearly 90 years,
today’s museum tells the story of a community of women
who dedicated their lives to the fight for women’s rights.
The innovative tactics and strategies these women
devised became the blueprint for civil rights progress
throughout the 20" century.

President Barack Obama designated the house a National
Monument on April 12, 2016.

Directions to the meeting point will be provided to all
registrants. The museum is located on Capitol Hill at the
corner of Constitution Avenue and 2™ Street NE, across
Constitution from the Supreme Court. Participants will provide
their own transportation. Parking in the area is limited. The
site is located a short walk from Metro; from the Red line, use
Union Station.

To make a reservation or for further information, please contact
CCHS at info@chevychasehistory.org, or at 301-656-6141.

CCHS Out and About

Out and About is an occasional feature in the Newsletter, highlighting
CCHS’ participation in community events. If your organization is
holding an event, we'd love to be part of it. Contact CCHS at
info@chevychasehisory.org or 301-656-6141.

= On November 2, 2019, Gail Sansbury, CCHS volunteer
and former Director of the Archive and Research
Center, presented a paper at the Society for American
City & Regional Planning History’s National Conference
on Planning History, “A New Appraisal of Landscape
Architect Nathan F. Barrett (1845-1919): His Plans,
Theories, and Practice.” Gail discussed the ongoing
survey of Barrett’s work, including his plans for Chevy
Chase, Maryland, and his role as a founder of the
American Society of Landscape Architects.

m Beth Huffer, Director of the CCHS Archive and Research
Center, spoke at the annual D.C. History Conference on
November 23, 2019, on the topic “‘Certain Places are
Private’: Segregation at Chevy Chase Lake”. Building
on research undertaken for CCHS’ online exhibit and
History-Go-Round about the lake’s amusement park,
and using CCHS oral histories, she discussed the
whites-only policy of the park that made it an exclusive
entertainment venue in the early days of the new
suburb.

m  On January 25, 2020, Beth attended the annual
Montgomery History Conference held at Montgomery
College in Germantown, Maryland. The conference
featured sessions on the Lyttonsville community,
the history and planning of the Montgomery County
Agricultural Reserve, and a particularly fascinating
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Join CCHS for 2020!

If you have not joined CCHS or renewed your membership for 2020, please do so today. We very much
want and need your support. It's because of you that we are able to operate the Archive and Research
Center. You make it possible for us to collect and preserve historical documents, photographs and maps,
and to take oral histories and house histories. We share the stories of our local history through twice-
yearly, free public lectures on topics of historical interest, and through online exhibits on our website,
chevychasehistory.org. You also help us publish this Newsletter. Can we count on you to help and continue
your support?

I want to be a supporter!
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